“Give Faith Time”

I Sam. 16:1-13

Introduction

· What do you think of when you hear the word ‘time’?

· What time is it?

· We had a good time!

· I wish I had more time.

· I don’t have time for that.

· Last July, the Holy Spirit impressed upon my heart that I would be preaching at Ridgecrest.

· Did He tell me when? No!

· All He told me what that it would happen, I just need to have faith, and give it some time.

· How many times has God impressed something on your heart, a physical healing, a financial break-through, a restored relationship, and He didn’t tell you WHEN, … He only told you to … wait?  

· In essence, He was telling you to .. have faith, and give your faith some time.

· Today, I want you to think of something else.  I want you to think about FAITH!

· We live in a world that requires INSTANT gratification

· We can microwave food, that is as hard as a brick when taken out of the freezer, and ready to eat in 5 minutes or less

· We can download music and software with the push of a button or click of a mouse

· We want an immediate response to a credit application that we submit, requiring the lending company to find our credit history over the past 7 years, and evaluate it … all in less than 30 seconds

· We live in a world that requires INSTANT everything.  But, the God that I serve is not of this world, He’ of another world … a better world

· My God has meat that is fresh, never frozen, and doesn’t require a microwave to warm it up

· My God can download His Holy Spirit into the heart of any man or woman, boy or girl, who comes to Him, by faith.

· My God, doesn’t need Experian, Equifax or Trans Union to approve His children for a line of credit.  As a matter of fact, His children don’t need credit.  

· All they need is to do is ask, seek, and knock.

· All they need to do is let their request be made known

· All they need to do is wait upon the Lord and He shall ….

· All they need to do is … Give Faith Time!

· In this story, the Spirit of God gives us three things that we must do, if we’re going to Give our Faith Some Time to prove God right, and every man a liar

· If you implement these three things in your live, in an active way, you’ll be able to trust God, believe God, and wait on God, like never before.

· Today, and always, when you hear the time, when you speak the word time, I want God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost to whisper in your ears, three little words … Give Faith Time.

I. Stop Crying Over What Coulda, Shoulda, or Woulda Happened, vs. 1

a. While you’re focused on what WAS, God is focused on What WILL BE

b. While you’re sad about a bad decision, God has already issued a new Executive Order.

c. While you’re tied in knots over the king, God is focused on leading the Kingdom

II. Stop Looking At What Everyone Else Sees, vss. 6-7

a. When you do this, you lower the standard from FAITH, to SIGHT

b. When you do this, you believe SIZE equals SPIRITUALITY 

c. When you do this, you  overlook the content of the heart, vs. 7

III. Stop Limiting Yourself To The Choices Man Gives You, vs. 8

a. Jesse present his sons in the order of their birth, from the oldest to the youngest

b. Instead of looking on the outside, Samuel asked God about their heart.

c. One-by-One, God sent Jesse’s boys on their way.

d. Imagine what Samuel thought when the seventh son showed up, that surely this in the one.  But God said ‘No’

e. Most Christians would have started questioning God …

i. God, I thought you told me to go to Jesse’s house to anoint a king

ii. God, I thought you were going to show me which one to anoint

iii. God, I must not of heard you the first time … let me start over again

f. But, Samuel had learned his lesson.  He didn’t let the lack of any more sons tell him that that was all of his choices.

g. Vs. 10 

h. If you’re going to Give Your Faith Some Time, you’re going to have to stop limiting yourself to the choices that man gives you.

i. You’ll always work this job

ii. You’ll never make more than you do

iii. You’ll never own a house

i. Samuel knew that God told him to go to the house of Jesse, and anoint the next king of Israel.

j. Just because Jesse gave him seven sons to chose from, didn’t mean that was all of the choices on the table.

i. It was God that gave Jesse eight sons, including David

ii. It was God that rejected Saul, and chose David

iii. It was God that sent Samuel to anoint David

iv. It was God that put in Samuel’s spirit to ask if there were any more sons

v. It was God that confirmed to Samuel that David was the one

Conclusion 

· But all of this … took time!

· It required that Samuel give his faith in God, some time to work itself out.

· Baking a cake Illustration

· Who has ever baked a cake?

· Let’s bake a cake together.

· You get the cake mix out and pour it in a bowl

· You measure out just enough milk and add a couple of eggs

· You get a wire whip, and beat the mix until its smooth

· Then you pour it out, into a pan… but not just any pan … a specially prepared pan… a pan that has been oiled down on the bottom and on the sides, so that the cake mix won’t stick.

· While all of this pouring and measuring and whipping is going on, an oven is being preheated to 350 degrees.

· When the cake mix is poured into the specially prepared pan, its rocked to one side and then to the other, to make sure its level on all sides.

· Then its placed in the oven, the preheated oven … but not before we set a timer to tell us when its done.

· Some cakes bake for 20 minutes, some bake for even longer, but when the timer goes off, that doesn’t mean its done.

· The baker looks on the outside to see if it looks right, but their real concern is what it looks like on the inside.  

· If the inside isn’t done, and someone eats the cake, it’ll make them sick.

· So, the baker ignores the timer, and grabs a toothpick … and sticks that toothpick in the cake to see it anything sticks

· If any of that mix stays on the toothpick, then the baker knows that its not done yet … it needs some more time in the oven.

· But, a good baker, a wise baker knows that they need to stick that toothpick in a few different places to make sure the cake is done … all over.

· You see, the cake make be done on the edges, but not in the middle. The oven may have cooked faster in the back, than it did in the front.

· So, the baker takes that toothpick and sticks that toothpick in the side, in the front, in the back … and if any of that mix stays on the stick, the cake goes back in the oven

· That’s how God does His children

· He pours us into a bowl, called life.

· He measures out and adds the milk of the Word

· He whips us into shape with Sunday School, Bible Study, our private devotion and prayer time.

· He rocks us back and forth, one side to another with an unexpected test or undeserved blessing

· He puts us in the oven, called Trials and Tribulation… and sets the timer called ‘No More Than Your Are Able To Bear’ … 

· When the timer goes off, He, being a good baker, a wise baker, 

